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Waldland Ensemble

The group discuss new music and the importance of their conservation

Clarinet, viola and

pianois an

unusual

combination. How

did this come

about?

This project began

with the desire to

perform a recital

with friends.

Mozart's Kegelstatt Trio, scored for this
combination, was our starting point, but we
needed more to fill out the programme. We
loved the instrumental combination but
found that there was not much repertoire
written for it, which is how we came to
commission new music.

You clearly enjoy working with composers
and performing new music.

We love the standard repertoire, but art
continues to evolve and it is thrilling to

be a part of that growing legacy. Our first
commission quickly expanded to five new
works, filling an entire programime. Working
with living composers to create new music

| is an essential part
of our musical lives.

Your conservation
| workisalso
\ important.
Musical instruments
are made from
natural resources,
some of which are
now endangered. The Mpingo tree is prized
for the heavy, dark ebony wood that is used
to create clarinets. Pernambucos strength
and flexibility make it an ideal material for
string-instrument bows. Both of these trees are
on the endangered species list, among many
others that are used for musical instruments.
As an ensemble, we strive to raise awareness
of the link between the environment and our
music, and to help support efforts to create
sustainable trade practices to preserve these
‘musical trees for future generations.

What are your future plans?
Our next project has a multimedia
component. Watch this spacel
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The Waldland Ensemble

MBSR Classics ® MS1541 (71 « DDD)

AMERCAD VOICES

The Waldland
Ensemble have two
missions: expanding
the repertoire for
clarinet, viola and piano, and raising
awareness of conservation issues. Both
goals are noted in the group’s new disc of
premiere recordings. The five works are at
once accessible and inventive, the ‘American
Voices’ of the disc’s tide reflecting an array
of styles and narratives.

The piece that fulfils the ensemble’s dual
missions to most striking effect is Michael



[image: image4.jpg]Dana Wilson takes inspiration from
a Langston Hughes poem in A Thousand
Whirling Dreams, whose three captivating
movements evoke images of shadows and
the sun. The moods are dark, ominous
and fierce in Anthony Constantino’s
Ritual Songs, which gives the musicians
myriad opportunities to engage in
compelling conversation.

The disc’s witty entry is Libby Larsen’s
Ferlinghetti, six miniatures inspired by
verses from the eponymous American
poet’s A Coney Island of the Mind. The
music balances sonic dexterity with
whimsy, reaching an apex of lunacy in the
sixth movement, a depiction of clowns at
the circus performing antics to titbits of
23 patriotic tunes. Clarinettist Jeremy
Reynolds, viola player Hilary Herndon
and pianist Wei-Chun Bernadette Lo
are expert champions of repertoire
they bring dynamically to life.

Donald Rosenberg
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